
Library Bill of Rights 

 The Council of the American Library Association reaffirms its belief in the following 

basic policies which should govern the services of all libraries. 

1. As a responsibility of library service, books and other library materials selected 

should be chosen for values of interest, information and enlightenment of all the 

people of the community. In no case should library materials be excluded because of 

the religious views of the authors. 

2. Libraries should provide books and other materials presenting all points of view 

concerning the problems and issues of our times; no library materials should be 

proscribed or removed from libraries because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval. 

3. Censorship should be challenged by libraries in the maintenance of their 

responsibility to provide public information and enlightenment. 

4. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting 

abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas. 

5. The rights of an individual to use the library should not be denied or abridged because 

of his age, race, religion, national origins or social or political views. 

6. As an institution of education for democratic living, the library should welcome the 

use of its meeting rooms for socially useful and cultural activities and discussion of 

current public questions. Such meeting places should be available on equal terms to 

all groups in the community regardless of the beliefs and affiliations of their 

members, providing that the meetings be open to the public. 

  



Freedom to Read Statement 

1. It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make available the widest 

diversity of views and expressions including those that are unorthodox or unpopular with 

the majority. 

2. Publishers and librarians do not need to endorse every idea or presentation contained in 

the books they make available. 

3. It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to determine the 

acceptability of a book solely on the basis of the personal history of political affiliations 

of the author. 

4. The present laws dealing with obscenity should be vigorously enforced. 

5. It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept with any book the prejudgment of 

a label characterizing the book or author as subversive or dangerous. 

6. It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians, as guardians of the people’s freedom 

to read, to contest encroachments upon that freedom by individuals or groups seeking to 

impost their own standards or tastes upon the community at large. It is the responsibility 

of publishers and librarians to giver full meaning to the freedom to read by providing 

books that enrich the quality of thought and expression. 

 


